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	Lesson Goals
	· Students will practice and learn efficient subscription database searching techniques

	Lesson Objectives


	· Students will demonstrate their understanding of database searching techniques by creating screencast tutorials illustrating successful searches.

· Students will apply the search techniques to carry out a research assignment for a content-area teacher. 

(What are specific behavioral objectives that meet lesson goals? What will students know and be able to do?)


	Curriculum Frameworks Standards Addressed (Copy and past # and text of  
                  standards)
	Partnership for 21st Century Skills
Information Literacy

Access information efficiently (time) and effectively (sources)

ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) LITERACY
Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information 
Understand and utilize the most appropriate media creation tools, characteristics and conventions


	Learners 

	Characteristics of learners:

9th grades students with limited exposure to subscription database searching


	Meeting the Needs of all Learners:
· Visual demonstration of database searching techniques—both effective and ineffective (SmartBoard)
· Oral explanation of techniques

· Model screencast

· Groupwork 



	Technology/Resources Needed:
SmartBoard/projector

Computer lab

Access to internet & web-based screencast software (such as Screencast-o-matic)


	Levels of Critical Thinking


	Check all that apply
_x__Remembering   _x__Applying    ___Evaluating

_x__Understanding   ___Analyzing   _x__Creating


	21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills**

	Check all that apply
_x__  Creativity and Innovation

_x__  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

_x__  Communication and Collaboration

_x__  Information, Media, and Technology Skills



	I. Instructional Plan

	Introduction/Pre-Instruction:
What is a subscription database?

Databases vs. free search engines (Google)



	Instruction

	Teacher Role:
Day 1:

· Introduce Gale in Context Databases
· Instruct students in creating thoughtful queries

· Introduce Screencast-o-matic (or similar web-based software) and provide model for students

· Divide students in small groups; assign groups different topics (including limiting searches by date, limiting by publication, using suggested topic feature, emailing and printing documents, etc.)

Day 2:

· Teacher shares links to screencasts or embeds the screencast in webpage for student viewing. 
· Content area teacher assigns student research-based project.
	Student Role
Day 1:
· Students execute basic searches; class discussion of challenges/observations

· Students apply advanced searching techniques; class discussion

· Students work in groups to practice the skills they will be demonstrating in the screencasts. 

· Groups will create a screencast script/plan.

· Groups will record screencasts and send instructor the link.

Day 2:

· Students view screencasts.

· Students discuss screencasts. 

· Students apply database searching techniques to project assigned by content area teacher.  

	Closure

Class discussion on how their searching techniques affected the results of their research. 


	Assessment   How will you know students reached lesson goals?
Students will show their competency in using Gale in Context Subscription databases by illustrating effective database searching skills in the student created screencasts.  Students will apply these skills in their research for their content area teacher. 


	Reflections on Lesson 
What yielded the best results for students?  Which tips provided most useful?  How will this affect their information seeking behavior in the future? 



* Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks found at http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html
** Partnership for 21st Century Skills, P21 Framework Definitions found at http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf
Massachusetts Technology Literacy Standards and Expectations found at http://www.doe.mass.edu/edtech/standards/itstand.pdf
